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This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   
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1968:  The booster tank in S-3, 1963 Seagrave pumper, was blown and required repairs. 
 
January 9, 1968,            Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Preamble 
Members of the fire department should understand that these rules and regulations are not intended to cover each and every 
case which may arise in the discharge of their duties.  A great deal must necessarily be left to the intelligence and desecration 
of individual officers and members and it will be their claim to promotion and reward according to the degree to which they 
show that they are possessed of the necessary qualification, and to their zeal, activity and judgment on all occasions. 
 

It should be remembered by each member of the department in carrying out the rules and regulations and obeying the orders 
of the officers that these rules and regulations were adopted and the officers were elected voluntarily by the membership for 
the sole purpose of having a better organization.  Each member is a member of this department because he voluntarily chose 
to become a member, and because he had an interest in his community.  Observance of these rules can result only in a more 
efficient department and a better understanding by the men as to their various positions. 
 

Article I—Officers And Committees 
 

Section 1.  The Chief and Assistant Chief are appointed by the Board of Directors and are responsible to them. 
 

Section 2.  Four Captain Officers and four Lieutenant Officers shall be elected by the active members and serve for a period 
of two years. 
 

Section 3.  Four firemen (other than officers) shall be elected to a fireman’s committee and serve for a period of 1 year.  The 
firemen receiving the most votes shall serve as the chairman of the committee. 
 

Section 4.  Membership Committee consisting of three (3) active members and one (1) officer shall be appointed by the Chief 
for a period of one year. 
 

Section 5.  The Fireman’s Committee shall hear all grievances and if in the Committee's opinion, a grievance warrants action, 
it shall be presented to the Chief and / or the Membership and disposed of satisfactorily.  The word grievance shall not be 
construed to include suggestions pertaining to firefighting, equipment, or training. 
 

Section 6.  This committee or any member may attend Board meetings, shall not have a vote in any decision the Board makes. 
 

Section 7.  The chain of command is Chief, Assistant Chief, Captains, Lieutenants, and Fireman.  In the absence of an officer, 
the fireman riding the officer's seat of the first responding apparatus is in charge of the emergency. 
 

Article II—Elections 
 

Section 1.  The elected officers and committees are to be elected at the first meeting of each year by secret ballot by the active 
members present at the meeting.  Elections shall not be held unless a quorum of one-half (1/2) of the active membership is 
present.  Any vacancies are to be filled by special election. 
 

Section 2.  Two Captain Officers and two Lieutenant Officers shall be elected at each annual election to fill the open officers 
position. 
 

Section 3.  No one is eligible for an office or committee unless he has been an active member for a least one year. 
 

Section 4.  The nominations for an officer shall be from the floor, a list of a minimum of four (4) and an open minimum are to 
be submitted and the candidate receiving the largest number of votes shall be appointed.  In case of a tie vote, a run-off shall 
be cast.  Nominees for any officer or committee must be present to accept  
 

NOTE:  pages 3 and 4 are missing. 
 

Section 9.  All members will be personally responsible, except for normal ware, for all department property issued to them 
and are required to return all department property issued to them on termination of their membership or on demand of the 
Firemen’s Committee. 
 

Section 10.  Any officer may be impeached for the abuse of his authority or for misconduct in office.  Any member may be 
expelled for misconduct.  Any member desiring to impeach an officer or expel a member must submit a written charge to the 
Firemen’s Committee at least one month before a vote thereon is taken.  The Firemen’s Committee shall serve a copy of the 
charge upon the accused at least two weeks before such vote is taken.  Any officer or member may be impeached or expelled 
by a three-fourths vote of a quorum membership.  (Quorum to consist of one-half of the active membership.) 
 
Section 11.  Any member may be referred to the Firemen’s Committee for corrective action for any of the following offences: 
 1.  Disobedience of any rule or regulation. 
 2.  Neglect of duty.  
 3.  Any act of insubordination. 
 4.  Intromission of duty. 
     5.  Unauthorized use of the siren or red lights.  These items are to be used only when answering an alarm by the St. Mat-
thews Fire Department. 
 6.  Three (3) absences from Tuesday night training in succession without permission of cause. 
 7.  Not responding to an emergency when available and able. 
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January 9, 1968,            Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department 
 

The offense must be made in writing to the Firemen’s Committee who will set up a hearing for the accused.  The hearing will 
be open for testimony for and against the accused.  After the formal hearing, the four (4) members of the Firemen’s Commit-
tee will vote in secret with the majority ruling, and take corrective action.  The absence of any member of the Firemen’s Com-
mittee at a hearing will be filled by members of the Membership Committee.  A tie vote by the Firemen’s Committee will 
refer the member to the membership to be compelled or cleared by section 10 above. 
 

Guide lines for corrective actin will be as follows: 
 

 1.  First offence of Do’s and don'ts—Future work duty for member. 
     2.  Disobedience of Rules and Regulations, second offence of Do’s and Don’ts, and any action engrossing the SAFETY of 
others—deprive the member of his rights as a member for a stated period. 
 3.  Repeat offense of #2—repeat corrective action or refer the member to the Membership to be expelled. 
 

Section 12.  Any member who has his driver’s license revoked will be temporarily suspended from driving the equipment 
until his driver's license is reinstated. 
 

Section 13.  Any member who has been dropped from the rolls can be reinstated only by complying with Article III of these 
Rules and Regulations. 
 

Section 14.  At no time will dues be collected from the active or inactive membership. 
 

Article V—Engineers 
 

Section 1.  Engineers shall be qualified by the Officers and approved by a Chief Officer.  They shall be qualified for their 
driving and mechanical ability and shall be thoroughly familiar with the operation of all the apparatus. 
 

Section 2.  The Engineer of each piece of apparatus shall make an inspection of his apparatus after each run and complete the 
service check sheet.  Apparatus discrepancies shall be co-signed by an officer. 
 

Section 3.  No member shall drive the fire apparatus except the qualified Engineers unless directed to do so by an officer. 
 

Section 4.  Each Engineer shall be thoroughly familiar with the territory to be served, including the condition of routes during 
the different seasons and the location of all water supplies. 
 

Section 5.  Engineers shall observe speed limits which are consistent with safety, considering traffic, weather, and road condi-
tions.  Special care shall be taken when approaching all intersections, the apparatus being kept under contrail at all times. 
 

Article VI—Rules And Regulations 
 

Section 1.  No amendments shall be effective until presented to the Firemen’s Committee in writing.  The Committee will 
post the amendment and it shall not be effective until adopted by three-fourths of the members present at the second regular 
meeting after notice has been posted. 
 

Article VII—Inactive Members 
 

Section 1.  Any active member upon reaching the age of sixty-five years will be transferred to the inactive membership of the 
Department. 
 

Section 2.  Any active member for reasons he deems best may transfer to the inactive membership for a period of one year.  
Inactive members with less than ten years active service will be dropped form the Inactive Membership after a period of one 
year unless he has reached the are of 65. 
 

Section 3.  All inactive members shall be permitted to participate in all activities of the department. 
 

Section 4.  Inactive members shall have the privilege of attending all meetings of the department, but shall not have a voice 
therein. 
 

Article VIII—Activities 
 

Section 1.  The membership may actively participate in one fund-raising drive for charity per year.  The drive in to be selected 
each year by the membership, at the annual election.  A chairman and an assistant will be elected to head this activity at the 
annual election. 
 

Section 2.  Any requests made to help on any other drive shall be denied.  However, with the Chief’s permission, the use of 
the station will be permitted upon formal request as a collection headquarters. 
 

Article IX—Firemen’s Fund 
 

Section 1.  A fund shall be created for the entertainment of the firemen.  This fund shall be administered by a committee of 
two members elected by the membership for a period of one year.  This committee will include one officer and one fireman.  
Nomination must be a minimum of two (2) officers and tow (2) firemen with an open minimum. 
 

Moneys for this fund shall be derived from any donations made directly to the firemen, or as the Committee so designates. 
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January 9, 1968,            Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Article X—Do’s And Don’ts 
 

Section 1.  the following are established do’s and don’ts for the St. Matthews Fire Department.  They may be changed by a 
Chief Officer decree or by a major vote on any Tuesday night by a quorum of present members. 
 

 1.  Do follow the run schedule for emergencies. 
 2.  Do not enter the radio room during an emergency if it is properly occupied. 
 3.  Do not exceed the established maximum number of firemen to respond per apparatus on emergencies. 
  1.  S1, S2, and S3—five men (2 in front seat and 3 on tailboard). 
  2.  S4—seven men (2 in front , and 5 on tailboard). 
  3.  S5—seven men (2 in front, 2 on tailboard, and 3 on seat). 
 4.  Do not listen in on incoming fire calls. 
 5.  Do not drink beer before 9:00 p.m. on any training night. 
 6.  Do not take alcoholic beverages to the front of the firehouse. 
 7.  Do not park in front of firehouse unless on emergency, or on official business.  Washing of cars is official business. 
 
January 11, 1968:  Board meeting 
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January 11, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian: 

January 10, 1968, The Courier-
Journal 
   

 January 18, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian: 

STMFD firefighter 
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January 25, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 February 1, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:   

STMFD responded 
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January 29, 1968:  S-1, a 1947 Seagrave pumper, was involved in an accident at the intersection of 
Winchester Road and Breckinridge Lane (while responding to a run), no one was injured.               
Rich Herdt and Bob Walling pictured. 
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 February 8, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 February 8, 1968:  Board meeting:   
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 February 22, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:   

 
 
February 29, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:   

 
 
 
  March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future STMFD firefighter 
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March 5, 1968, Stories from Ken Reising: 
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March 5, 1968, Stories from Ken Reising: 
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March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:  
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March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:                March 14, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:  
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March 14, 1968:  Board meeting:       March 20, 1968:  Letters:  
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March 28, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 
 
April 5, 1968,The Courier-Journal    edited article on storm 

STMFD Firefighter 
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April 11, 1968:  Board meeting:      April 11, 1968:  Board meeting:   
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April 26, 1968, The Courier-Journal     STMFD responded 
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April 28, 1968, The Courier-Journal—STMFD did not respond but did back up Lyndon at their 
Station 1. 
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May 2, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2, 1968 Tobacco Plant in Shelbyville, Ky.   By Jerry Schreck: 
My first working fire.  I rode the tailboard of S-5 and we played snorkel all night.  Chief Monohan 
aka “Wrinkles” was at the association meeting when he got the news that he had two trucks in 
Shelbyville and I would have given anything to have seen the look on his face. The fire was five 
blocks and was probably what Hell looks like. 

Courtesy, 50th Anniver-
sary, Middletown Fie 
Department, 1049—
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May 9,  1968, The Voice, Jeffersonian:                                                  Backed up Lyndon on both these fires. 

STMFD made this run 
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May 9, 1968:  Board meeting:       May 22, 1968:  Report:   
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May 23, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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May 30, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
June 3, 1968, Bid: 
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June 4, 1968, Let-
ter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I do not remember what we did. 
 
Courtesy—http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/subject.php?sub_id=87 
 
Rioting in Louisville, KY (1968)         Start Year : 1968 
  
In the 1960s, racial tension had been growing in Louisville. On May 27, 1968, a rally took place at 28th and Green-
wood to protest the arrest of Charles Thomas and Manfred G. Reid. Earlier that month, on May 8, Patrolmen James 
B. Minton and Edward J. Wegenast had stopped Thomas, a schoolteacher, because he was driving a car that was simi-
lar to one used in a burglary. The stop was made in an African American neighborhood. A crowd began to gather, and 
Patrolmen Michael A. Clifford and Ralph J. Zehnder arrived as backup. Reid, a real estate broker, was nearby and 
questioned the arrest. Patrolmen Clifford ordered Reid and others to get back; he was poking Reid in the chest with 
his finger. A scuffle occurred between Clifford and Reid. A crowd of 200 or so African Americans gathered and began 
yelling at the officers. Reid and Thomas were arrested. Three weeks later, a rally was called in response to the arrests; 
350-400 people attended. There were several speakers, and a rumor circulated that Stokely Carmichael would be 
speaking. At the end of the rally a confrontation occurred between some who had attended the rally and the police 
who were patrolling the intersection of 28th and Greenwood. The skirmish escalated, growing into a full-fledged riot 
in the West End, lasting for almost a week. Six units of the national guard, over 2,000 guardsmen, were ordered to 
Louisville. Looting and shooting occurred, buildings were burned, two teens were killed, and 472 people were arrest-
ed. For more see K. H. Williams, "'Oh Baby... It's Really Happening:' The Louisville Race Riot of 1968," Kentucky 
History Journal, vol. 3 (1988), pp. 48-64; "Troops and Negroes Clash in Louisville Disorder," New York Times, 
05/29/1968, p. 17; and the many articles in the Louisville Times, Courier-Journal and other local papers beginning May 
28, 1968.  

http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/source.php?source_id=510
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/source.php?source_id=510
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/source.php?source_id=660
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/source.php?source_id=573
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/source.php?source_id=255
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June 6, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STMFD firefighter 

June 7, 1968, Contract. 
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June 13, 1968:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1968 
 

June 13, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  John Kempf, Henry R. Kennedy, Raymond Young, Byron Martin, W. R. Herdt driving,, Charles C. 

Hahn, John F. Westerman, J. P. Terry, John M. Monohan, Jr., Bernie F. Handel. 
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June 13, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STMFD Firefighter 
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June 14 & 15, 1968, Letters: 
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June 20, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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June 26, 1968, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STMFD responded on this run 
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July 3, 1968, Let-
ter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 4, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:    STMFD future firefighter 
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July 10, 1968:  Annual Board meeting:   

July 15, 1968:  Letter:   
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July 11, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:         
  

Father of firefighter Russ 
Rakestraw 

Son of former STMFD firefighter. 
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July, 1968, Lightning Strike at Bethel Church, courtesy Malcolm McMakin. 
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July, 1968, Courtesy Malcolm McMakin.  We believe this is around 6 p.m. on “Red” Davis’s boat, 
owner of St. Matthews Feed & Seed, who used to take firefighters on rides on the Ohio.  May be 
downstream from a point above 18 mile island.                     (Not sure of who’s boat this is.) 
 
Walt Franck, Chief John Monohan Jr.,  Phil Iwan, Bill Colson, John Noon, Jack Handel, Bob 
Walling and Jim McFarland.                          Below STMFD  fire station 
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July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Replaces Blackburn  —  Blonde takes hot job at fire house                        
By Joseph Oglesby, Editor                       A fire burns in Elsie McFarland’s eyes when she discusses her job. 
 
In fact, she’s hot on the subject. 
 
Elsie’s the new radio dispatcher for the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
And that’s a job that would make most women tear out their hair. 
 
Elsie even takes her work to bed with her.  Fortunately, her husband, Jim, and their two children are as wrapped up 
as she in volunteer fire department operations. 
 
The family lives above the fire station on St. Matthews Avenue, and Jim’s a volunteer. 
                                         
So when a fire call comes late at night, both Elsie and him make a mad dash from their four room apartment to their 
posts. 
 
Runs barefoot:  They keep clothes and shoes nearby so they can slide into them quickly. 
 
“Sometimes I forget to put on my shoes and just run barefoot to the station,” said Elsie. 
 
All the finer points of makeup and hair fixing are lost in the shuffle. 
 
The children, Beverly, 11 and Jim Jr., 9, have learned to sleep through it all.  Just the family’s dog, Brandy, wants 
nothing to do with fires or firemen.  The fire station siren triggers his vocal chords, and unless his confined, he chases 
the volunteers around the station in a volley of barks. 
 
Elsie, who formerly was a radio dispatcher for the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, took the St. Matthews job 
June 3.  She replaces Roy Blackburn, who has become a real estate broker. 
 
Elsie’s regular hours are 9 to 5 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 9 to 12 Wednesday and Saturday. 
 
But hers is not 40-hour work week.  Whenever a fire call comes in and she’s at home, she scurries to her radio com-
mand post. 
 
Closes doors:  Her first duty is to summon volunteers through and alert over the base radio station. 
 
Then Elsie turns on the siren and posts all the information about the fire on a blackboard. 
 
(The siren’s so loud, she has to close all the doors in the office to be able to send and receive radio messages.) 
 
She then notifies county police of the fire and then waits for the volunteers to rush in. 
 
While they're at the fire scene, she stays at the radio in case she’s needed to dispatch additional units. 
 
Her job’s over when the all clear comes from the officer in charge at the fire location. 
 
“All firemen’s wives should be required to take over the dispatcher’s job for six months,” said Elsie. 
 
“Then they would know how complicated the job can be.” 
 
Elsie said it takes volunteers an average of only 60 seconds to get to the 
station after an alert has been sounded. 
 
The cleanup operation after a fire takes much longer, she said, sometimes 
up to half an hour.  Truck and equipment must be cleaned and checked to 
be sure they’re in top order for another un. 
 
Information center:  Besides handling the radio, Elsie keeps all the depart-
ment’s records up to date sand takes care of contracts with sixth class cities 
for fire protection. 
 
In addition, she’s an information center.  She said the department receives 
many calls for information. 
 
“A lot of people think we’re attached to city hall, and I’m asked questions 
about such things as stray dogs and street locations.” 
 
Before becoming a radio dispatcher at Middletown—where she and her 
husband lived in the house attached to the fire station, Elsie worked for W. 
T. Gant and Gateway Supermarket. 
 
“Those jobs weren't nearly as exacting as the fire department,” she said. 
 
Elsie’s made one big discovery since she’s been doing fire department 
work.  “When we’re going to a fire”, she said, “I can dress almost as fast as 
my husband.” 
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July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  
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July 25, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     STMFD responded to “Blood wash off.” 
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July 25, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     STMFD responded to “Blood wash off.” 
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August 1, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:      

 



1968 
 
August 8, 1968:  Board meeting:   
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August 12, 1968:  McMahan let us work with them at a training fire. 



1968 
 

August 12, 1968           2800 Block of Browns Lane 6:20 



1968 
 

August 12, 1968           2800 Block of Browns Lane 6:20 
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August 12, 1968:  McMahan let us work with them at a training fire. 

August 22, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                          August 29, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 

Future STMFD firefighter 
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September 5, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                           

Son of former STMFD firefighter 

 

 

The Gidden were friends of the 
STMFD firefighters.  We fought a 
fire in their house and they had a 
business right next door to the 
fire house at 117 St. Matthews 
Avenue.  A good relationship. 
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September 6, 1968, The Louisville Times: 

 
 

See next page. 
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September 6, 1968, The Louisville Times: 
 

 

 

Joint funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday at 
the Arch L. Heady & Son Funeral Home, 1201 E. Oak.  
The bodies will be cremated. 



 1968 
 

September 6, 1968: Surgeon's Wife, Child Die in Fire-Girl, 15, Trapped In Try To Aid Mother, by Harold Browning and 
Larry Keefe, Louisville Times, writers. 
 
The wife and 15-year old daughter of a Louisville surgeon, Dr. Bourbon E. Canfield, were killed early today when fire severely 
damaged their East End home in Robinswood Subdivision off Blankenbaker Lane. 
 

The victims were Mrs. Lois Canfield, 45, and her daughter, Deborah.  Canfield, 43, suffered cuts and minor burns in a vain 
attempt to rescue the two. 
 

Officials said the girl died after apparently first telephoning to report the fire and then trying to save her mother, who was 
bedridden because of an illness. 
 

Chief Deputy Corner William S. Anderson said the mother and daughter died of smoke inhalation, apparently after they be-
came trapped in Mrs. Canfield’s bedroom.  He said there were no burns evident on the bodies, both of which were found lying 
on the bedroom floor. 
 

The fire was first reported to the Louisville Police Department about 3:38 a.m. by a young girl who did not identify herself, 
but who apparently was Deborah Canfield. 
 

The Police Department complaint desk transferred the call to the city Fire Alarm Office, where Fire Sgt. Bobby Miles an-
swered the phone. 
 

Miles said the girl was coughing and sobbing and did not give her name.  But she gave the address of the house, 5401 Hemp-
stead Road. 
 

Miles said the girl sobbed and said, “The house is on fire.”  He said she began coughing more, apparently from the smoke, as 
she gave him the address.  He said he then hung up and notified the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department to make the run. 
 

Flames Shooting 50 Feet in Air:  The St. Matthews Fire Department answered the alarm with five pumpers and about 45 fire-
men.  Firemen said when they arrived at the scene, flames were shooting about 50 feet in the air and were coming mostly from 
the rear of the house. 
 
St. Matthews Fire Chief John Monohan, who was one of the first firemen on the scene, said units of the Lyndon Volunteer Fire 
Department went to the St. Matthews fire headquarters on St. Matthews Avenue to be on hand in case another fire was re-
ported in the St. Matthews district.  Dr. Canfield reportedly was awakened by his daughter and told her to call police while he 
tried to rescue Mrs. Canfield. 
 

Firemen said there was no immediate indication of what caused the fire.  But they said it seemed to have started at the rear of 
the house, in either the kitchen or adjoining family room.  The blaze was reported under control only a few minutes after fire 
equipment arrived.  But firemen were still on the scene about three hours later. 
 

County police Detective Robert Stine said Canfield told him after the fire that he had gone to bed about 11:15. (missing small 
part of article) into his wife’s bedroom by smashing a window.  He said heat and flames forced him away. 
 

Officials said neighbors were trying to help Canfield get into the house when firemen arrived.  Firemen wearing masks en-
tered the bedroom through the window and removed the two victims. 
 

A doctor who lives nearby tried for several minutes to revive the mother and daughter with artificial respiration. 
 

But he said he could feel no pulse in either Mrs. Canfield or her daughter when county police took them to General Hospital.  
Both were pronounced dead after arriving at the hospital about 4 a.m. 
 

Canfield also was taken to Methodist Evangelical Hospital.  He was reported in satisfactory condition there after undergoing 
surgery for a severe cut on the hand.   
 

Canfield’s son, David 21, reportedly had been away on a trip and returned to the house a short time after the fire. 
 

The house, a one-story brick building on the corner of Hempstead and Merrick Road, was severely damaged by fire, smoke 
and water.  The entire rear of the sprawling house was gutted, along with the attached garage and a station wagon and boat 
parked inside the garage. 
 
Both Mrs. Canfield and her daughter were members of the Walnut Street Baptist Church. 
 
Joint funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday at the Arch L. Heady & Son Funeral Home, 1201 E. Oak.  The bodies will 
be cremated. 
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September 7, 1968, The Courier-Journal 



1968 
 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection. 
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection. 
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Courtesy Kenneth C. Reising, Jr.                     (2011) 
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September 6, 1968           5410 Hempstead Road          3:36 a.m. 
 

Comments from Al Ring:  I would have responded from home, which would mean I would not be on 
any of the first responding units.  I do not remember what I rode, but I do remember being with Harry 
Babcock and someone else as we tried to take an 1 1/2 inch line through  he front door.   We tried using 
a fog to enter but everything we tried was to know avail, it was just to hot.  If I recall the victims were in 
the from bedroom, we were going to try to go through the front door (bedroom to left) and cut the fire 
off and get into the bedroom.  It was late before we made it.  There was a ton of over-hall to do on this 
one and took forever.  There were claims of murder for months after this, I always have felt it was.           
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September 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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September 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 11, 1968, Letter: 
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September 12, 1968, Board meeting: 
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September 19, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
September 25, 1968, Letter: 
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 26, 1968:   Local restaurant gutted by fire.    
A fire that apparently started in the basement gutted the 
Frisch’s Big Boy Restaurant at 4800 Shelbyville Road 
early Wednesday morning. 
 
Samuel Borders, manager of the St. Matthews restau-
rant, said damage totaled at least $75,000. 
 
More than 30 members of the St. Matthews Volunteer 
Fire Department, using all their equipment, battled the 
blaze. 
 
Firemen were called to the scene at 2:55 am after the fire had been reported by county police. 
 
Because the fire plug in front of the restaurant property could note turned on, the volunteers had to 
hook up equipment across Shelbyville Road, some three hundred feet from the restaurant. 
 
They had the main fire under control in minutes, but the mop-up operation lasted more than two 
hours.  No injuries were reported. 
 
Borders said that when the restaurant closed at 1 a.m. everything seemed in order.  Two units of the 
St. Matthews Police Department were on the scene to direct traffic. 
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Former STMFD firefighter 
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R:  Jason Handle,                      , John Walling, Russ Rakestraw, Jim Walton, Doug Monohan, 
Kyle Ragan, Jim Graven, Phil Iwan. 
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1968 Crusade For Children: 
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1968 Crusade For Children: 
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1968 Crusade For Children:  Part of Crusade Article from Malcolm McMakin: 
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September 27, 1968     300 Breckenridge Lane     11:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1968 
 
October 3, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daughter of retired STMFD firefighter and sister to 2 
STMFD firefighters. 
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October 3, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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October 6, 1968 
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October 24, 1968,  
The Voice-
Jeffersonian: 
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October 31, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 November 4, 1968, Letter: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Former STMFD firefighter 
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October 31, 1968, The Courier-Journal  STMFD did not respond 
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October 31, 1968, The Courier-Journal  STMFD did not respond 
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October or November 1968:  From the private collection of Malcolm McMakin.    Training Fire 
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November 14, 1968:  Board meeting:   
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November 14, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former STMFD 
firefighter 
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November 15, 1968:  Letters: 
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November 21, 1968 Fire Incident: 
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November 21, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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Courtesy, St. Mathews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, —Photo from Couri-
er-Journal 1951, by Thomas V. Miller, Jr. 
 
This is what the building looked like except in much more run-down condition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 21, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection, from 8mm movie: 
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 21, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian 

November 18, 1968, The  
Courier-Journal 
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November 21, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   Fire was November 20, 1968, Courtesy Malcolm 
McMakin. 
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November 28, 1968:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 
 
 
 
November 29, 1968:  Letter: 

Can find no record of 
STMFD making this run, but 
I believe is in its territory. 

STMFD firefighter Al’ Ring’s 
parents, responded direct 
from Service station at Fair-
meade Road. 



1968 
 

November 29, 1968:  Letter: 
 

 
December 12, 1958, The Courier-
Journal 
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December 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

Present STMFD firefighter 

December 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

Son of former STMFD firefighter 



1968 
 

December 18, 1968, Crusade For Children 
 



1968 
 
December 20, 1968:  Engineer Says Woman in Fatal Crash Drove Around Gate Into Train’s Path.  
A St. Matthews woman was killed this morning when she reportedly drove her car around a low-
ered railroad crossing gate into the path of a Louisville & Nashville passenger train. 
 
Miss. Lillie M. Winkler, 68, of 229 Glover Lane, was pronounced dead at General Hospital shortly 
after the collision at 9:40 a.m. at the Clover Lane crossing near her home.  Deputy Corner Charles 
Proctor said she died of head and internal injuries. 
 
St. Matthews Police Chief Kermit Cook said L & N engineer N. L. Stasel told him the train was 
traveling east at 32 miles an hour at the time of the accident. 
 
Miss Winkler’s car, headed north, edged around the crossing arm, although the gate had been 
lowered and warning lights were flashing, Stasel reported. 
 
Was returning from store:  The train hit the car on the driver’s side and knocked it into a metal 
railroad crossing standard embedded in concrete.  The impact broke off the standard at its base 
and uprooted the concrete. 
 
The 1966-model compact auto was demolished and Cook said police had to pry open a door in or-
der to free Mrs. Winkler.  She was removed from the wreckage within three minutes, however, the 
chief estimated. 
 
The woman’s’ pulse was beating feebly, Cook said, but she was dead by the time she arrive at the 
hospital.  In the car, police found milk and a loaf of bread, indicating Miss Winkler was returning 
home from a grocery store. 
 
The St. Matthews Fire Department was called to hose down gasoline that leaked from the rup-
tured tank on the car. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Lillie M. Winkler, 68, of St. Matthews was fatally injured this morning when her car was struck by a Louisville & 
Nashville train at the crossing at Clover Lane, near her home.  Staff photo, Jon Webb. 



1968 
 
December 1968:  Firefighter Doug Monohan & son Kiernan “enjoying the fire house.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unknown date, we think late 1960s.  It was a Firefighter appreciation day.  Below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right:  First two unknown, John M. Monohan, Jr., Skip Golden, Doug Monohan, Paul Dill-
man, Phil Iwan Al Ring. 
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Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:              Training With Lyndon, unknown date in 1968.  
 

S5 in front of Lyndon School in Lyndon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1968/1969 
 

Courtesy Sam Wolfe—Future STMFD firefighter—Tuesday night training session on Massie Ave-
nue.  I was only 17/18, net yet a member.  Sam Wolfe at S1 pump panel. 
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December 21, 1968, The Courier-Journal 
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STMFD fire run reports 1968:  
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STMFD fire run reports 1968:  
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Fire Statistics For 1968 
 
Total number of fire runs:  293 
Total working fires:  8 
Total hours of fire fighting: 78 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  4,600 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  9,400 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  3 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  85 
Number of P. M. runs:  208 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   177     House   77 
S2:   61     Commercial  58 
S3:   81     Automobile  36 
S4:   171     Field & trash  49 
S5:   75     Miscellaneous 45 

     Malicious false 28 
 

Working fires: 
 
1/19/1968 6:39 p.m.  Apartment, 3609 Brownsboro Road 
1/21/1968  11:23 p.m.  Trailer, 4520 Shelbyville Road, 1 lady dead 
4/25/1968  6:20 p.m.  Whisky warehouse, Eastwood Ky. 
7/1/1968  6:03 p.m.  House, 4064 Richland Avenue, 2nd floor 
9/6/1968  3:36 a.m.  House, 5410 Hempstead Rd., mother / daughter dead 
9/25/1968  2:55 a.m.  Big Boy, 4800 Shelbyville Road, basement 
11/20/1968 1:12 a.m.  Antique Shop, 310 Wallace Avenue 
11/26/1968 10:00 a.m.   House, 5422 Pawnee Trail 
 
4/21/1968 Heart attack, one man dead 
7/20/1968 Auto accident, one man dead 
9/25/1968 Heart attack, one man dead 
11/21/1968 Gas leak, one man dead 
12/20/1968 Auto / train wreck, one lady dead 
 
 
 
 
 



1968 
 

STMFD fire run charts, by Al Ring  Total runs    293         Working fires 8 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1968 
 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1968 
 

 Board Of Directors 
F. C. Boss 
J. C. Emrich 
L. S. Grauman 
G. Miller 
H. A Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. P. Terry 
W. L. Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt 
Captain H. K. Babcock 
Captain A. R. Haeberlin 
Captain R. C. Walling 
Captain M. R. Zehnder 
Lieutenant A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Lieutenant J. T. DeHart 
Lieutenant J. S. Handle 
Lieutenant J. C. Jackson 
Lieutenant R. J. Thornbury  

Firefighters 
 
A. E. Andriot, III 
D. W. Beard 
G. A. Beckman 
J. A. Beckman 
J. R. Case 
W. C. Colson 
H. L. Chreste 
D. L. Daniels 
C. T. Davis 
W. E. Dieckman 
P. G. Dillman 
D. L. Engnehl 
C. E. Fenimore 
E. C. Foley 
W. A. Franck 
B. J. Golden, Jr. 
B. J. Karem 
H. C. Kuhn, Jr. 
D. C. Lange 
G. F. Liebert 
R. H. Maloney 
T. L. Martin 
C. S. McAfee 
J. R. McFarland 
 
 
 

1968 
 

M. McMakin 
A. McNally 
W. F. Mercke 
D. W. Merrifield 
W. T. Miller 
D. L. Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, III 
D. L. Morgan, Jr. 
B. Munz 
J. L. Noon 
K. Reagan 
R. M. Rakestraw 
K. C. Reising, Jr. 
Al Ring 
D. L. Ross 
J. B. Ross 
P. L. Schneider 
E. T. Schuler 
R. H. Schultze 
A. R. Scott 
G. L. Soules, Jr. 
D. G. Sterch 
D. J. Sullivan 
R. Tackett 
S. E. Wayne 



1969 
January 2, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:            Outstanding News Events of 1968 
 

 



1969 
January , 1969, Courtesy Malcolm McMakin, Pat Maloney, sitting, Clark Fenimore middle, Jack 
Monohan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 16, 1969:  Board meeting:     
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January 16, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                January 23, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 

Future STMFD 
Board member 

February 6, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   



1969 
February 7, 1969, Letter:         February 10, 1969, Letter:      

    



1969 
February 13, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:      

 



1969 
February 13, 1969, The Courier-Journal  



1969 
February 16, 1969:  Board meeting:    February 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

I have no official record of STMFD attending 



1969 
February 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                   STMFD Kempf Family 

March 6, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

Future STMFD 
Board member. 
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March 1, 1969, The Louisville Times:              $500,000 Fire Destroys Louisville Boat Club Home 
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March 1, 1969, The Louisville Times:              $500,000 Fire Destroys Louisville Boat Club Home 
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March 1, 1969, The Louisville Times:              $500,000 Fire Destroys Louisville Boat Club Home 
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March 1, 1969, The Louisville Times:  $500,000 Fire Destroys Louisville Boat Club Home.  The 
rambling old clubhouse of the historic Louisville Boat Club was razed by fire early today. 
 
A spectacular blaze swept through the upper portion of the two-story frame structure before 
dawn. 
 
The clubhouse was across Upper River Road from the Ohio River, just east of Indian Hills Trail.  
The site is about five miles from the foot of Fourth Street.   
 
First estimates of damages exceeded $500,000.  No boats were reported damaged, and there were 
no injuries. 
 
For years it has sponsored junior tennis tournaments, namely the Southern Junior and one the Na-
tional Junior, both drawing the top-rated players in the country.  Early in the 1950s its courts 
were the scene of a preliminary Davis Cup round between the United states and Japan. 
 
Building Was 40 Years Old:  The present building is said to be about 40 years old.  It is the oldest 
social club of its type in Louisville, on of the oldest in the country, and gained a reputation for its 
parties as early as the Gay Nineties.  Only the chimney and crumpled wall remained today. 
 
About 60 firemen from the Harrods Creek and St. Matthews volunteer departments responded to 
the 5:20 a.m. alarm, but said the roof was engulfed in flames when they arrived.  They theorized 
the fire had started in the attic. 
 
Harrods Creek Fire Chief James Ross Todd who lives nearby on River Bluff Road, said he saw 
flames shooting high in the night sky as he left home to answer the alarm. 
 
Fire Plugs Lacking:  On top of that, he said there was only one plug close enough for the available 
hose to reach the blaze, and it was to small to supply adequate pressure. 
 
The St. Matthews department rigged up a relay from the river, and also pumped water for the 
swimming pool.  Heavy black smoke continued to curl from the rubble for hours after the fire. 
 
A night watchman, William Parker, was on duty and reported the fire.  Firemen speculated he did 
no discover it immediately since it started in the upper part of the building probably the attic. 
 
Club Manager A. J. (Tony) Janidlo said there had been a fire in a second floor fireplace last night 
but said it was out by the time the club closed at about midnight. 
 
The building was a long, white structure, frame for the most part, and contained the usual locker 
rooms, dining rooms, clubrooms, bars and lounges. 
 
A tunnel under River Road connected the clubhouse with the boat docks.  A lot of water has gone 
under the bridge and over the clubhouse during numberless floods since the Boat Club began 
modestly in 1879 in an oversized houseboat at the foot of Sixth Street. 
 
Ten rousing, river-minded men banded together 80 years ago to from a social club, featuring river 
activities.  Huge war canoes and outriggers were the main facilities and rugged races the sport, ac-
cording to a history of the club.  Once for men only, the club was moved around to various loca-
tion from 1879 until 1911. 
 
After the club almost went under financially, finances were reorganized in 1911 and an old farm-
house was bought at the club’s present location of the river front. 
 



1969 
March 2, 1969, The Courier-Journal:  Charred Rubble Remains After Fire Guts Home Of Louis-
ville Boat Club.  The gay often swinging clubhouse of the Louisville Boat Club became a burned 
out hulk full of blackened debris after a fire raged though the 40-year –old structure early yester-
day morning. 
 
Early estimates of damage were in excess of $500,000.  There were no injuries and no boats were 
reported damaged. 
 
The inside of the two-story clubhouse was gutted.  The chimney, twisted steel girders and crum-
bling brick walls were the only things standing. 
 
The clubhouse site is a few hundred feet south of the Ohio River along Upper River Road, just east 
of Indian Hills Trail.  It is about five miles northeast of the foot of Fourth Street. 
 
About 60 firemen from the Harrods Creek and St. Matthews volunteer department answered the 
5:30 a.m. alarm and fount the roof already a sea of flames.  They believe the fire began in the attic. 
 
Harrods Creek Fire Chief James Ross Todd said only one fire hydrant was close enough for the 
available hose to reach and it was too small to supply adequate pressure. 
 
The St. Matthews department pumped water from the Ohio River and from a swimming pool in 
front of the clubhouse to fight the blaze. 
 
Heavy black smoke belched from the rubble for several hours after the fire.  As late as yesterday 
evening, firemen were still poking around the debris for possible sparks, but only patches of smoke 
could be seen. 
 
A night watchman on duty, William Parker, reported the fire.  Club manager Tony Janidlo said a 
fire in a second floor fireplace was extinguished by the time the club closed about midnight. 
 
Club manager Tony Janidlo said a fire in a second floor fireplace was extinguished by the time the 
club closed about midnight. 
 
The Boat Club is much older than its destroyed clubhouse.  It was formed in 1879 and enjoyed 
fame for swinging parties as early as the Gay 90s.  It is the oldest social club of its kind in Louis-
ville and one of the oldest in the country. 
 
Lately the club has been the home for expensive boats and yachts and outstanding tennis competi-
tion. 
 
The clubhouse was a long, white building, mostly frame, which contained locker rooms, dining 
rooms, clubrooms, bars and lounges.  Three pools are in front of the clubhouse.  The wading pool, 
nearest the structure, was filled with charred timbers and other refuse yesterday. 
 
A tunnel under Upper River Road connected the clubhouse with the boat docks.  
 
For years the club has sponsored junior tennis tournaments on the many courts beside and behind 
the clubhouse.  The Southern Junior 
tournament, and once the National 
Junior, drew some of the top players 
in the country.  Early in the 1950s 
the tennis courts were the scene of a 
preliminary Davis Cup round be-
tween the United States and Japan. 
 
When the club was founded 90 years 
ago, the emphasis was on races fea-
turing canoes and outriggers.  Its 
first clubhouse was a houseboat at 
the foot of Sixth Street. 
 
The club had its sternest test in 1911 
when it had to reorganize its finan-
cial setup after nearly going broke.  
It bought the present location on the 
Ohio in that year. 
 



1969 
March 1, 1969, The Louisville Times:               



1969 
March 1, 1969, Photos courtesy Malcolm McMakin: 
 



1969 
March 1, 1969, Incident report from Kenneth C. Reising, Jr.    6:25 a.m.        

Comment from Al Ring:  I made it 
to the fire house, but not the fire.  
Missed a good one. 
 
 



1969 
March 3, 1969, Partial Article: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 4, 1969, Letter: 
 
 



1969 
Courtesy Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:          November, 1949  Similar to 1960 
 

Courtesy http://www.louisvilleboatclub.com/:          Today    (2010) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Courtesy of the Louisville Boat Club, The Louisville Boat 
club’s current clubhouse was built in 1969. 



1969 
March 1, 1969, Louisville Boat Club Fire:                  April 10, 1969, The Voice Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy Google Maps.   Today (2010) 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969:  Louisville Country Club & Marshall Planing Mill Fires:  
 

To set the stage—— 
 

At 2:15 p.m. STMFD was dispatched to Louisville Country Club 
 

2:18 STMFD S-5 responded with Lt. Ring as officer. 
 

2:21 STMFD S-5, Lt. Ring requested Harrods Creek to back up STMFD at fire  (on Chenoweth 
Lane) 

 
2:22 STMFD S-5 Lt. Ring requested Lyndon to back up STMFD at station (on Chenoweth Lane)  

 
2:26 STMFD notified of fire at Marshall Planing Mill, notified Lyndon, en-route to respond 

 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969:  Louisville Country Club Fire 

March 6, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 

Today (2010) 



1969 
March 2, 1969, The Courier-Journal:       



1969 
March 4, 1969,  Louisville Country Club Fire as told by Kenneth C. Reising, Jr. former STMFD 
firefighter: 
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March 4, 1969,  Louisville Country Club Fire as told by Kenneth C. Reising, Jr. former STMFD 
firefighter: 
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March 4, 1969,  Louisville Country Club Fire as told by Kenneth C. Reising, Jr. former STMFD 
firefighter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969           Louisville Country Club & Marshall’s Planing Mill 

 
Comments by Al Ring:   We were knocked out  for a fire at the Louisville Country Club at 2:15 
p.m.  I believe I responded from my service station, was officer in charge of S5 and the fire and we 
went 10-6 at 2:18 p.m., Bill Dieckman was engineer.   S3 followed up with response at 2:19 p.m.  
Elsie STMFD radio operator radioed me that the Club had called and there was a fire on the sec-
ond floor in I think a locker room and the sprinklers were flowing.  At 2:21 p.m. ( we were on 
Chenoweth Lane) I ordered Elsie to get Harrods Creek to respond with us to the club and for 
Lyndon to respond as back-up to our station.   (This turned out to be one of the best decisions/
orders I ever gave in my fire service career.)  Elsie and I had a very good “working” relationship 
on radio transmissions and alerting me to her and then my gut instincts.  At 2:26 STMFD was no-
tified of a fire at Marshall Planing Mill, Lyndon responded direct to Marshalls.  S5, S3 and S1 ar-
rive at the Country Club.  I checked out the fire and found that the sprinkler had knocked the fire 
down and realized there would be lots of over-hall and checking for extension.  Returning to the 
apparatus I met with S3 and S1 and we could see the smoke from the Marshall fire.  At 2:34 S3 
and S1 responded from the Country Club fire to the Marshall fire and I met with Harrods Creek 
people and my crew and worked on extension, etc.  I eventually turned the operation over to Har-
rods Creek and at 2:59 p.m. started for the Marshall fire arriving at 3:02 p.m.  I think for a while 
S5 was parked across from the Mill in front of the old house at the corner of Ridgeway and West-
port Road.  By this time the spread of the fire had been stopped by some brilliant firefighting and 
for the next 24 hours it was mostly mop up operations in stacks of lumber.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
 
March 4, 1969:  The Louisville Times. Prior Alarm Keeps Firemen From Planing-Mill Fire:  The St. 
Matthews Volunteer Fire Department couldn’t answer an alarm at a lumber mill two blocks from the department’s 
headquarters yesterday. 
 
All its available men and three of its trucks were tied up at another fire. 
 
The blaze at Marshall Planing Mill, 4053 Westport Road, a short distance from the fire department, caused $300,000 
to $500000 damage and critically injured one mill employee. 
 
The mill alarm came in at 2:26 p.m. The St. Matthews department had responded 11 minutes earlier to a call from the 
Louisville Country Club. 
 
Joe Battle, 44, the injured employee, remained in critical condition today at General Hospital. 
 
Battle was in the finishing building where the fire erupted near a barrel of wood-finishing fluid. 
 
Witnesses said flames quickly enveloped the finishing building and spread rapidly to a lumber-storage warehouse. 
 
Dense clouds of gray smoke and the smell of burning wood spread over a wide area of the St. Matthews business dis-
trict and nearby residential areas. 
 
Robert W. Marshall, president of the firm, said Battle reportedly was burned when he tried to stomp out the flames. A 
witness reported seeing Battle run outside the building with his clothing on fire. 
 
Battle lives at 611 E. Madison. 
 
Trucks at Another Fire:  Marshall said the fire might have been contained quickly if the St. Matthews department had 
arrived quickly. 
 
“If the fire (at the mill) had been 20 minutes earlier, we would have had a $500 fire,” Marshall said. 
 
The fire at the country club, on Upper River Road. reportedly caused an estimated $4,000 in damages—mostly from 
water from the sprinkler system—in a third-floor locker room. 
 
The St. Matthews firemen had answered an alarm at 2:15 p.m. at the Louisville Country Club on Upper River Road. 
That fire reportedly caused an estimated $4,000 in damages—mostly from water from the sprinkler system— in a 
third floor locker room. 
 
The St. Matthews firemen did not get to the planing mill fire until two other fire departments—Lyndon and 
McMahan—had trucks at the scene. One truck from the Louisville Fire Department was sent later. 

 
Records at the county fire alarm office in downtown Louisville indicate that a truck from the Lyndon Fire Depart-
ment already was on the way to St. Matthews when the mill fire was reported.  The Lyndon firemen had been called to 
back up the St. Matthews firemen after the country-club fire was reported. 
 
Chemicals Were Present:  Marshall’s aid the mill fire started in a building where lumber is dipped in a chemical 
which houses the planing mill and the Louisville Timber & Wooden Products Co., which Marshall also heads. 
 
The firms make commercial and industrial packaging crates, building materials  and other wood products. 
 
Marshall said four or five other employees were working in the building where the fire started, but all except Battle 
escaped without injury.  No cause of the fire was determined immediately. 
 
Fire equipment blocked traffic on Westport Road for several hours after the blaze was reported. Several Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad trains also were blocked when flames damaged wiring controlling crossing signals and gates at 
nearby Clover Lane. The L & N tracks parallel Westport Road between the road and the mill. 
 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969:  The Louisville Times.  
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March 5, 1969:  The Courier-Journal:  $300,000 Loss --Worker Burned Critically in Fire,  Fire that erupted near a 
barrel of wood-finishing fluid at the Marshall Planing Mill, Inc., in St. Matthews destroyed one building, extensively 
damaged another and critically burned an employee yesterday afternoon. 
 

Joe Battle, 44, of 611 E. Madison, suffered third-degree burns over most of his body as he was trapped by the fast-
spreading flames. He was listed in critical condition at General Hospital. 
 

The blaze caused an estimated $300,000 to $500,000 loss in buildings, fir and pine lumber and fabricating and cutting 
equipment, said Robert L. Marshall, president of the firm at 4053 Westport Road. The buildings are located along the 
north side of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad tracks. 

 

The fire alarm came at 2:26 p.m., just 11 minutes after the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department had answered 
another alarm at the Louisville Country Club on Upper River Road. 
 

“If the (planing mill) fire had been 20 minutes earlier, we would have had a $500 fire,” Marshall said. 
 

The St. Matthews Fire Department, which is two blocks from the mill, was unable to respond to the mill fire until after 
at least two other fire departments were fighting the blaze. 
 

The country club fire, of undetermined origin, resulted in a damage loss estimated at $4,000, mostly from water seep-
age, Edward L. Valentine, manager of the club, said.  He said the fire, which was confined to a third floor locker room, 
would not interrupt the club’s activities.  The club fire was discovered at 2:15 p.m. 
 

The water damage to the club was caused when the fire activated the sprinkler system. 
 

Meanwhile in St. Matthews, fire departments from Lyndon, McMahan an Middletown and a ladder truck from Louis-
ville fought the planing mill blaze. The fire was still smoldering last night. 
 

The mill’s president, Marshall, said the fire started in a finishing building where lumber is dipped in a chemical. The 
structure is one of three manufacturing and warehouse buildings that house the planing mill and the Louisville Tim-
ber & Wooden Products Co., both headed by Marshall. 
 

The firm makes commercial and industrial packaging crates, building materials and other wooden products. 
 

Four or five employees were working in the same building with Battle when the fire started, but all escaped. Marshall 
said there was no explosion, but he said a witness saw Battle trying to stomp out a fire on the floor when his clothes 
caught fire. Battle then ran outside, witnesses said. 

 

The blaze, which began in the extreme southeast corner of the firm’s easternmost building, quickly enveloped the 
structure and spread to a nearby lumber storage warehouse. 
 

Several L & N trains were blocked by the blaze which charred several rail ties along the south-bound tracks and 
burned the wiring that controlled signal lights and gates across nearby Clover Lane, and L & N spokesman said. 
 

The trains were back on schedule by evening and the signals and wiring were expected to be repaired by midnight, he 
said. 
 

Vehicle traffic on Westport Road was blocked for much of the afternoon until it was diverted from Westport to Clover 
and Massie lanes. 
 

Marshall said the fire would “put us out of business for a considerable period of time.”  He said the company had in-
surance, but it was not enough to fully cover the loss. 
 

Yesterday’s fire at the Louisville Country Club was the second in three days at a clubhouse on Upper River Road.  
Gutted last Saturday was the Louisville Boat Club.  Both fires apparently started in locker rooms.  Investigations are 
continuing into the cause of both fires. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
March 5, 1969:  The Courier-Journal:   



1969 
March 5, 1969:  The Courier-Journal:   



1969 
March 6, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  Fire strikes planning mill here; finishing room worker in-
jured:  A fire that started in the finishing room destroyed a large section of the Marshall Planing Mill at 4053 West-
port Road Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Robert W. (Buck) Marshall, president of the company, said “damage was substantial.”  He declined to put a price tag 
on the fire loss. 
 
Marshall said the fire started in a dipping tank in the finishing room. 
 
Joe Battle, a worker in the finishing room, was seriously burned.  He was reported in critical condition late Tuesday at 
General Hospital. 
 
The fire moved from the finishing room to other section of the large mill and spread to stacks of lumber (pine) stored 
in the yard. 
 
Lines severed:  Two sections of L & N Railroad communications lines on the north side of the train tracks by the mill 
were severed by flames.   
 
The fire also burned ties on the tracks and caused sections of the tracks to buckle. 
 
The fire at the lumber stacks emitted flames up to 50 or 60 feet high and bellows smoke several hundred feet into the 
air. 
 
Firemen from the St. Matthews, Lyndon, McMahan and City of Louisville Fire Departments fought the blaze. 
 
Hundreds of spectators gathered as the flames consumed lumber stacks and property. 
 
Traffic was blocked off along a two block section of Westport Road. 
 
Sparks from the mill fire fell in the front yard of the house at 223 Ridgeway Avenue and ignited dry grass.  That fire 
was quickly extinguished. 
 
First on scene:  The fire was reported at 2:26 p.m. to the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.  Most of its units 
were at that time putting out a blaze at the Louisville Country Club off River Road. 
 
The Lyndon firemen were the first on the scene at the Marshall mill. 
 
Marshall said the fire was blazing about 45 minutes before any firemen arrived.  After fire-fighting units reached the 
scene, they had difficulty locating hydrants to latch their hoses to.  There are no fire hydrants on the grounds of the 
mill. 
 
The fire at the Louisville Country Club caused an estimated $4,000 damage.  That fire, reported at 2:15 p.m., originat-
ed in an employee’s locker room, according to E. L. Valentine, manager of the club. 
 
He said most of the damage was caused by water.  The fire gutted the locker room.  Assisting the St. Matthews firemen 
in putting out that blaze were units from Harrods Creek Volunteers Fire Department. 
 
 
 



1969 
March 6, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  Fire strikes planing mill here; finishing room worker in-
jured:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisville Boat Club Fire 



1969 
March 4, 1969, Hospital Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unknown Dates and paper:                                               March 20, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969, STMFD Records: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East end of lumber yard. 

East end of lumber yard. 



1969 
March 4, 1969, STMFD Records: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisville FD Truck 7 



1969 
March 4, 1969, STMFD Records: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
March 4, 1969, STMFD Records: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Reising & Pat Maloney 



1969 
March 4, 1969, STMFD Records: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pat Maloney and Ken Reising 

Chief John Monohan & Lt. Al Ring 

Unknown date and newspa-



1969 
March 4, 1969, Photos courtesy Malcolm McMakin: 
 

 
 
 



1969 
March 5, 1969, Courtesy Al Ring  



1969 
March 5, 1969, Courtesy Al Ring  



1969 
March 7, 1969, Response Times: 



1969 
March 12, 1969, Letter:                            Not related to Marshall Planing Mill Fire 



1969 
March 9, 1969, Letter to The Louisville Times by Clinton Ring, father of Lt. Al Ring STMFD:                             
 



1969 
March 9, 1969, Letter to Marshall Planing Mill, by Charlotte Ring, mother  of Lt. Al Ring 
STMFD:                             
 



1969 
March 13, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 

Unknown 



1969 
March 13, 1969, Board meeting:   



1969 
March 15, 1969:  The Louisville Times: 

March 13, 
1969, The 



1969 
March 17, 1969:  Letter from The Courier-Journal. 
 



1969 
March 17, 1969, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 15, 1969:  We backed up Middletown at the Middletown Manufacturing building fire and 
responded on one “house fire” run.  Unit was S-1 with captain Babcock as officer. 
 



1969 
March 18, 1969, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:    Article next page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
March 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
March 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     April 3, 1969:  Letter. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
April 10, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossing were blocked like this often, and it was a major 
problem 



1969 
April 10, 1969, Board meeting: April 19, 1969, Board meeting:  Wrong date on minutes. 

 
April 19, 1969, Board meeting:   

 
 



1969 
April 19, 1969          House fire          607 Maryhill Lane      3:03 p.m. 

 
Comments by Al Ring:  April 19, 1969 Working fire at 607 Maryhill Lane.  This was Saturday af-
ternoon and the whole second floor and  roof all burned off.  Lyndon helped.  Because it was Sat-
urday afternoon we had a huge crowd watching, and telling us how to fight the fire. 
 



1969 
April 24, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 



1969 
April 23, 1969,  



1969 
Around April of 1969, land was brought for the Gene Snyder freeway, so Worthington had many 
training sessions of which STMFD participated.  They trained on many Sundays.  These pictures 
are from the Malcolm McMakin private collection. 
 
 

 



1969 
Around April of 1969, land was brought for the Gene Snyder freeway, so Worthington had many 
training sessions of which STMFD participated.  They trained on many Sundays.  These pictures 
are from the Malcolm McMakin private collection. 
 
 

 



1969 
April 23, 1969, The Courier-Journal:    EDITED   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal:   EDITED    
      

 

   
 

 May 7, 1969, The Courier-Journal:    EDITED
   



1969 
April 28, 1969, The Courier-Journal:     



1969 
April 28, 1969, The Courier-Journal:     



1969 
May 1, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 8, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                      STMFD responded. 
  



1969 
May 7, 1969, The Courier-Journal   see next page 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
May 7, 1969, The Courier-Journal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
May 8, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1969 
May 8, 1969:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
May 18, 1969, The Courier-Journal, Magazine section by Michael Adkins and photographs by Lar-
ry Spitzer:   FIREMEN FOR FREE 
 



1969 
April 3, 1969:  Letter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
May 22, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                     May 29, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Husband of future  
Trustee Faye Ellerkamp 

Article next page 



1969 
May 29, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     Wheeler was STMFD firefighter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxmoor is not in STMFD area, however it was in 
Lyndon’s, then annexed by the City of Louisville, 
and we have made many runs there. 



1969 
May 26, 1969, The Courier-Journal     edited 



1969 
May 29, 1969:  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 



1969 
1969 Crusade For Children: 



1969 
June 5, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                      Working fire at 436 Club Lane: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No More Boating for Burbank Family for Awhile – Flames that destroyed a two-car garage at the 
home of William Burbank at 436 Club Lane at 9:45 a.m. today burned up the family’s 17-foot mo-
torboat.  Cause of the fire was not determined.  Members of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire de-
partment pulling down the remains of the roof.    NOTE:   Not from Voice. 
 



1969 
June 5, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                       
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brother of two former STMFD members 



1969 
June 12, 1969:  Board meeting:     June 20, 1969, Report:   

 

 
 
June 11, 1969, The Courier-Journal:      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
June 12, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 

STMFD supplied air tanks 
 
 

June 20, 1969, The Courier-
Journal:       



1969 
July, 1969, Rosters: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
July27, 1969: 
 
 

 
 



1969 
July 9, 1969, Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Associa-
tion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
July 9, 1969, Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Associa-
tion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
July 9, 1969, Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Associa-
tion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
July 9, 1969:  AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF ST. MATTHEWS 
VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSOCIATION.    Book 167 Page 36 to 40. 
 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
 

That the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, an educational and charitable corporation from which no pecuniary profit 
is derived and having no capital stock and not operated, managed, or used for private profit and being organized under Chap-
ter 273 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, at a meeting of its Board of Directors held on July 9, 1969, at the office of the cor-
poration in St. Matthews, Kentucky, said meeting having been properly and legally called, at which meeting more than two 
thirds of the directors of the corporation were present, by unanimous vote of all directors then present, adopted the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the articles of Incorporation of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, recorded in Corporation 
Book 47, page 598, Jefferson County Court Clerk’s office, and the amendment to said articles recorded in corporation Book 
48, page 451, Jefferson County Court Clerk’s office and the amendment to said Articles in Corporation Book 71, page 431, in 
said office and the amendment to said articles of Incorporation recorded in Corporation Book 79, page 157, in the aforesaid 
Clerk’s office and the amendment to said Articles of Incorporation recorded in Corporation Book 90, page 465, in the afore-
said Clerk’s office be amended by striking out and repealing the whole of said articles and amended articles as set out above 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following, so that the Articles of Incorporation of the St. Matthews Volunteer Association 
shall read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

The name of the corporation shall be St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association. 
 

ARTICLE II 

 

(a)  The corporation is organized and formed exclusively for scientific, civic, public safety, charitable and educational purpos-
es, including, for such purposes the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 
 
Section 501(C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United states Internal 
Revenue Code). 
 

(b)  In the promotion of the purposes for which the corporation is formed, the activities in which it will engage and the powers 
it will exercise consist among others of the following: 
 

1.  The promotion of charitable, scientific, educational, and civic enterprises, activities and work, including the establishment 
and maintaining of an efficient volunteer fire department to serve the citizens of St. Matthews, Kentucky, and its surrounding 
area and to promote and cultivate in the citizens of St. Mathews, Kentucky, and its surrounding area, and interest in fire pre-
vention methods and to foster and encourage the study of the latest fire fighting methods and to promote enlightened commu-
nity thought and action leading to the improvement of conditions in St. Matthews, Kentucky, and the surrounding area and to 
promote necessary and effective programs for the education and training of volunteer firemen and to organize the work of 
charitable persons, societies and associations, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, for the relief of sick and crippled persons and to 
receive donations and contributions for the annual Crusade for Children. 
 

2.  The receiving of gifts and financial and other types of contributions and the acquisition, holding, and distribution of money 
and other property and property rights in connection with promoting the objects of the corporation; and the investment and 
reinvestment of such money, including the proceeds of the sale of any property acquired from time to time in property of any 
kind, whether income producing or not, considered by the Board of Directors to be advantageous to the corporation in the 
promotion of its object.  Monies shall be distributed as directed, from time to time by the directors pursuant to regulations 
prescribed by the directors. 
 
3.  Purchasing, constructing, owning, selling, leasing, operating, and managing property, buildings, real estate, real property, 
chattels, personal property, and equipment useful in promoting the other objects of the corporation. 
 

4.  Borrowing money and pledging the property of the corporation as security for the payment thereof. 
 

5.  Doing any and all other things and acts incidental to the foregoing objects, activities and powers. 
 

6.  Upon the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of 
all of the liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation exclusively for the purposes of the corpo-
ration in such manner, or to such organization of organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, 
religious, civic, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 
501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue 
Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine.  Any of such assets not so disposed off shall be disposed of by the Chancery 
Court of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such 
organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 

 
 
 



1969 
 
7.  No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall ensure to the benefit of or be distributed to its members, trustees, offic-
ers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation 
for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth above.  No substantial 
part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence legisla-
tion, and the corporation shall not participate, in or intervene in (inducing the publishing or distribution of statements) any 
political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the 
corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal in-
come tax under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United 
States Internal Revenue Law) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 (c) (2) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). 
 

ARTICLE III 
 
The address in the state of Kentucky where the principal office of the corporation is to be located is 4114 Lyndon Way, Lou-
isville, Kentucky 40207, and the name of the Resident Agent of the corporation for the service of process is J. P. Terry,  
 

3800 Lexington Road, Louisville, Kentucky, 40207. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

The corporate existence shall be of perpetual duration unless sooner dissolved in the manner provided by law. 
 

ARTICLE V 
 

The affairs of the corporation shall be governed by a Board of Directors of not less than three Directors who shall be elected 
in the County of Jefferson, State of Kentucky, at the time and place as provided by the by-laws of the corporation, and by a 
President, a Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer.  The number of the Directors of the corporation shall be specific in the 
by-laws and such number may, from time to time, be increased or decreased in such manner as may be prescribed in the by-
laws provided the number of Directors of the corporation shall not be less that three.  The authority to make, alter, amend, or 
repeal by-laws for the corporation is hereby vested in the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors to serve until the annual 
meeting on the second Wednesday in July, 1970, shall consist of J. P. Terry, Fred C. Boss, John E. Emrich, George E. Miller, 
Lawrence S. Grauman, W. Leland Wilson, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Henry Monohan and said Board shall have the power 
and authority to select their successors.  In the event of a vacancy on the Board by reason of death or resignation, the Board 
shall be authorized to fill such vacancy.  Should, for any reason, the corporation ever be without members of the Board of 
Directors, the Judge of the Jefferson Circuit Court, Chancery Branch, First Division, shall name the necessary members of the 
Board of Directors in accordance with the number of directors then fixed by the existing by-laws of the corporation. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 
The private property of the incorporators or directors of the corporation shall not be subject to or in any way be Liable for 
corporation debts to any extent whatsoever. 
 
Any provision in the Articles of Incorporation or Amended Articles of Incorporation legally adopted which are in conflict 
with the above are hereby cancelled. 
 
The undersigned being the President and secretary of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association hereby certify that the res-
olution set out above was duly adopted by unanimous vote of more than two-thirds of the directors of the St. Matthews Vol-
unteer Fire association at the meeting duly held on July 9, 1969, set out above. 
 

In witness whereof the President and secretary of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association have hereunto signed their 
names the 9th day of July, 1969. 
 
John M. Monohan Jr., President. George E. Miller, Secretary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
July 9, 1969:  Board meeting:   



1969 
July 21, 1969, 5000 Shelbyville Road Mall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 7, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                              August 14, 1969:  Board meeting:  

August 21, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                               

Al Ring’s former station 



1969 
August 28, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

STMFD Firefighter 



1969 
August 28, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1969 
September 1, 1969           Working Fire—Orange Bar, Shelbyville Road Mall 
 
 



1969 
September 1, 1969           Working Fire—Orange Bar, Shelbyville Road Mall 
 
 



1969 
September 10, 1969, Letter:   
 



1969 
September 11, 1969:  Board meeting:   



1969 
September 11, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 17, 1969, Letter: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
September 18, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 29, 1969      Tobacco Warehouse, Shelbyville, KY           7:09 p.m. 
 
Comments by Al Ring:  September 29, 1969 Working fire in a Warehouse in Shelbyville, Ken-
tucky.  This fire was kind of screwed up from the start.  Chief Monohan I believe was at a dinner.  
Bob Walling took S4 the Quad and responded before we were sure what Shelbyville wanted.  I got 
to the fire house and called Shelbyville Fire Department to see what they needed. They needed and 
aerial ladder which they didn’t have.  My crew took off on S5 (our aerial truck).  I remember en-
tering Shelbyville with the siren wide open, and there were crowds of people all along the street 
yelling and clapping as we drove in to “Save Their Town”.  Down at the bottom of the hill where 
we would turn right to get to the 2 block by a 2 block warehouse we pulled into a service station to 
get water because we were overheating and steam was rolling out of the engine compartment. We 
sure didn’t look like hero’s then.  Once we filled the radiator with water we made the scene, set up 
the aerial and did some firefighting.  Bob got into big trouble for going so fast and not finding out 
what was needed that far away. 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
September 29, 1969, Warehouse fire, believed to be The Courier-Journal:         9/20/1969 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 29, 1969:  Damage May Hit $500,000—Tobacco 
Plant Burns in Shelbyville.  Special to The Courier-Journal, Shelbyville-
A fire destroyed most of a tobacco re-drying plant on the south side of Shel-
byville last night.  Shelbyville Fire Chief Frank Cook estimated the loss at 
$500,000.00. 
 

Cook said the one-story, two-block-long building owned by the Southwestern 
Tobacco Co. caught fire about 6:30 p.m. and it took about 2 ½ hours to bring 
it under control. 
 

There were no injuries except for a fireman who stepped on a nail, Cook 
said.  The fire did not spread to surrounding buildings, he said. 
 

Company officials could not be reached for an official damage estimate.  
Firemen said, however, that the fire destroyed furnaces use for drying the 
tobacco, two or three tow motor lifts used for transporting the tobacco, and 
other machinery. 
 

There was no tobacco stored in the building, the fire chief said.  Cook said 
the blaze sent flames shooting up 150 feet and billows of black smoke could 
be seen as far as 30 miles away. 
 

Other surrounding fire departments were called in to help.  About 100 fire-
men and six fire engines fought the fire, he said.  Assisting were St. Mat-
thews, Middletown, Pleasureville, Shelby County Volunteers, and East U.S. 
60 Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

“We don’t know what caused the fire,” Cook said.  “But I don’t believe it 
was arson. It didn’t look like arson.”  “Cook did say that the plant had been 
broken into three or four times during the summer, apparently by children.” 
 

A brick firewall prevented the blaze from spreading to about one fourth of 
the building, he said. 
 

Cook said there were two other tobacco warehouses and homes near the 
South western plant, at 11th and Equity streets, but the flames did not spread 
to them. 
 



1969 
October 9, 1969, Board meeting:   
 
 



1969 
Harry Babcock, new Board member 

 
Firefighter  March 1, 1960 to 1962, Lieutenant 1962 to 1967, Captain 1968 to 1974  

Trustee 1969 to 1971 
 

 
Born in Louisville January 19, 1928, he attended local schools and then went to Deerfield Academy 
in Deerfield, Massachusetts.  He also attended the University of Georgia, Kentucky, and Louisville.  
He started his career with Lincoln Bank in Louisville and then went with his fathers business, Pu-
ritan Cordage.  He started with them as a payroll clerk, and became president of the company in 
1963.  In 1970 he merged the company with Wellington Technical Industries, moved to the Board 
of Directors, and then sold his shares.  He then bought Steepleton Company running it until he 
sold it and retired.  Married and divorced he had two sons and one daughter.  He joined the de-
partment in 1960 and served as firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain, and in 1969 joined the Board of 
Directors serving for two years.  Harry died 3/7/2005. 
 
March 7, 2005: The Courier-Journal & The Voice-Tribune:  Harry K, Babcock—retired president 
of Steepleton Billiard Table Co., dies at 77: 
 
BABCOCK, HARRY K., 77, of New Albany, IN, died Monday, at Floyd Memorial Hospital. He 
was the retired president of Steepleton Billiard Table Company, a charter member of Babcock, 
Bade and Sullivan environmental group, and a retired captain of the St. Matthews Fire Depart-
ment. He is survived by his wife, Clara Babcock; two sons, Whitney W. Babcock and Squire K. 
Babcock; daughter, Meme Babcock Smith; 11 grandchildren, Sabrah Babcock Wilkerson, Bekah 
Babcock, Betts Babcock Kayser, Aba Smith, Elizabeth Smith, Hannah Babcock, Chip Wester 
man, Molly Westerman, Lou Ann Crouch, Lisa Chapman Newlin and David Chapman; and three 
great-grand-children, Taylor Babcock, Grace Kayser, and Jonah Wilkerson. A memorial service 
will be held at a later date. Visitation will be from 3-7 p.m. Wednesday, March 9, 2005, at Pear-
son’s, 149 Breckenridge Lane. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Ducks Unlimited, One 
Waterfowl Way, Memphis, TN 38120. 
 
Published in The Courier-Journal on 3/8/2005. 
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October 9, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

October 16, 
1969, The Voice-

 

Future STMFD firefighter 



1969 
 
October 16, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 

 

EDITED 

 

STMFD firefighter Al Ring 



1969 
 
October 23, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 

STMFD firefighter Al 
Ring 



1969 
October 29, 1969, STMFD firefighter Al Ring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
 

Courtesy Betsy Stanis, Holy Trinity Church:   125 Anniversary booklet  
 

November 5, 1969, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
 
November 11, 1969:      November 13, 1969, Board meeting: 



1969 
 
November, 1969, Rosters: 



1969 
November 13, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
November 1969:  Lawrence Grauman died, a 
man named Mr. Barker was hired as an attor-
ney. 
 
 

November 15, 1969     House fire, 217 Ring 
Road          7:48 P.M. 

 
Comments by Al Ring:  November 15, 1969 
Working fire at 217 Ring Road.  I remember I 
was dating a girl named Jody Anderson at the 
time, and we were at Doug Monohan’s house ( I 
think we were going to a show), we left the girls 
and made the fire run.  Jack DeHart (now 
Jackie after an operation) got into a big argu-
ment with the Chief so I and others went in and 
put the fire out.  I remember Chief Monohan 
complimenting me on getting the job done, in 

STMFD Board Mem-
ber 



1969 
November 20, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STMFD firefighter Al 
Ring 

See next page 



1969 
1969, Waggener High School Gym Completed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 4, 1969, The 
Courier-Journal, 
STMFD firefighter’s 
daughter. 



1969 
November 27, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 

 



1969 
November 24, 1969, Unknown:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection:  November 25, 1969, The Courier-Journal: 



1969 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1969 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 27, 1969 Jamestown Apartments, Breckenridge Lane  by Jerry Schreck: 
Another “snot jerker” for me. It was an eye opener at  5:30 in the morning  After it was over and 
daylight came I found out I had been sitting on a case of stolen dynamite upstairs. 
 
Comments by Al Ring:  November 24, 1969 Second major fire at Jamestown Apartments on 
Breckenridge Lane.  This was a fun one to put out and only one building burned.  McMahan and 
Lyndon helped.  I remember after several hours of work myself and I think Babcock grabbed a 
big stuffed animal and ran outside yelling victim, victim, and really shook everyone up.  I know for 
a while I was up in the rafters with an 1 1/2 inch and there was lots of over-hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy Malcolm McMakin private collection: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 

December 11, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

December 6, 1969:  A man and women were in critical 
condition at Baptist Hospital with burns received at an 
early morning house fire at 3615 Norbourne Boulevard.  
The pair ran through flames to escape the house.  Dam-
age was extensive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STMFD firefighter with a on back is Al Ring 



1969 
December 6, 1969:  3615 Norbourne Blvd. 
Courtesy Al Ring  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1969 
December 6, 1969:  3615 Norbourne Blvd. 
Courtesy Al Ring private collection: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Dec 6, 1969 3615 Norborne Blvd. House fire, two people seriously burned. As we drove up I ob-
served that the house was burning from the outside in.  As it turned out it was arson.  Jim 
McGrath and  I were going to charge in the front door with another fireman (we called them fire 
men back then because there were no women) until Chief Monohan  grabbed us and told us the 
floor was gone.  We laddered the front dormer with an inch and a half and knocked the fire back.  
The fire was so hot we had to get in a closet while water was sprayed in the room.    By Jerry 
Schreck 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
December 11, 1969, Board meeting: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1969 
December 20, 1969, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Note, in a few years STMFD will have a Major fire at 
Greathouse School, which was saved from destruction and 
opened again for school 3 months later.  Greathouse was a sis-
ter school of the LaGrange and one other school. (built almost 
the same).  In southern Kentucky.  Both sister schools burned 
to the ground.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1969 
December 25, 1969, The Voice-Jeffersonian 

 
 
 
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:                 We think 1969 
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Construction the last quarter of 1969 of the new fire house, courtesy Al Ring  



1969 
Construction the last quarter of 1969 of the new fire house, courtesy Al Ring  



1969 
Construction the last quarter of 1969 of the new fire house, courtesy Al Ring  from home movie. 



1969 
A brochure was designed celebrating our 50th year of fire service.  It was to be used for a grand 
opening for our new fire house which we moved into in 1970 and to help with recruiting. 
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Unknown photo of S-4, may be in late 1960s. 



1969 
Courtesy Malcolm McMakin, Red Light & Siren card and equipment identification stickers we 
used. 
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STMFD Fire Run Reports 1969: 
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1969 
Fire Statistics For 1969 

 
Total number of fire runs:  298 
Total working fires:   13 
Total hours of fire fighting:  77 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  9,200 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  31,600 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  5 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  71 
Number of P. M. runs:  227 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   195     House   70 
S2:   61     Commercial  42 
S3:   64     Automobile  53 
S4:   185     Field & trash  66 
S5:   68     Miscellaneous 51 

     Malicious false 16 
 

Working fires: 
 

3/1/1969  6:25 a.m. Louisville Boat Club, 4200 Upper River Rd, mutual aid to Harrods 
Creek VFD 

3/4/1969  2:14 p.m. Louisville Country Club, Upper River Road, clubhouse fire, Harrods 
Creek VFD assisted.  Lyndon VFD called to cover firehouse 

3/4/1969  2:26 p.m. Marshall Planing Mill, 4053 Westport Rd. one civilian fatality. Mutual
-Aid received from Lyndon, Louisville, McMahan, Jeffersontown, 
Harrods Creek, and Middletown 

4/7/1969  9:31 a.m. House, 311 Iola Road, McMahan VFD assisted 
4/13/1969 11:41 p.m. House, 142 Chenoweth Lane 
4/19/1969 3:03 p.m.  House, 607 Maryhill Lane, Lyndon VFD assisted 
5/1/1969  8:44 a.m. Tropical Gardens Restaurant, Mall 
6/3/1969  9:41 a.m. House, 436 Club Lane, Lyndon VFD assisted 
6/19/1969 9:35 a.m.  House, 416 Bauer Avenue, 2nd floor 
6/22/1969 12:06 a.m.  House, 4317 Foeburn Lane 
9/29/1969 7:09 p.m.  Mutual-Aid to Shelbyville, KY for warehouse fire 
11/15/19698:05 p.m.  House, 217 Ring Road 
11/24/19695:31 a.m.  Jamestown Apartments, Breckenridge Lane, McMahan & Lyndon  
      VFD assisted 
12/6/1969 4:11 a.m.  House, 3615 Norbourne Blvd. arson, 2 injured 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1969 
STMFD Fire Run Charts by Al Ring               Total runs  298        working fires 13 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1969 
 

Board Of Directors 
H. K. Babcock, became director October 
1969 
F. C. Boss 
J. C. Emrich 
L. S. Grauman  Died, November 1969 
G. Miller 
H. A Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. P. Terry 
W. L. Wilson 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt 
Captain A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Captain H. K. Babcock 
Captain J. T. DeHart 
Captain R. C. Walling 
Lieutenant P. A. Iwan. 
Lieutenant J. C. Jackson 
Lieutenant D. C. Lange 
Lieutenant D. L. Monohan 
Lieutenant Al Ring 

Firefighters 
 
A. E. “Bill” Andriot, III 
G. A. “Jerry” Beckman 
W. C. Colson 
H. L. Chreste 
D. L. Daniels 
C. T. Davis 
W. E. Dieckman 
P. G. Dillman 
D. L. Engnehl 
C. E. Fenimore 
E. C. Foley 
Walt Frank 
B. J. “Skip”  Golden, Jr. 
J. R. Graven 
A. R. Haeberlin 
B. J. Karem 
H. C. Kuhn, Jr. 
R. H. “Pat” Maloney 
T. L. Martin 
C. S. McAfee 
C. F. McBride 
J. R. McFarland 
Jim J. McGrath 
Malcolm McMakin 
 
 
 

1969 
 

W. F. Mercke 
W. T. Miller 
D. L. Morgan, Jr. 
J. L. Noon 
K. Reagan 
R. M. Rakestraw 
K. C. Reising, Jr. 
P. L. Schneider 
G. R. Schreck 
R. H. Schultze 
A. R. Scott 
George L. Soules, Jr. 
Dan J. Sullivan 
Richard Tackett 
S. E. Wayne 
D. C. Wooton 
M. R. Zehnder 


